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The Curriculum
SUBJECT YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11

ENGLISH ENGLISH

ENGLISH 

LANGUAGE

ENGLISH 

LANGUAGE

ENGLISH 

LITERATURE

ENGLISH 

LITERATURE

MATHEMATICS MATHEMATICS MATHEMATICS
MATHEMATICS

STATISTICS?

SCIENCE SCIENCE

SCIENCE TRILOGY SCIENCE TRILOGY

BIOLOGY BIOLOGY

CHEMISTRY CHEMISTRY

PHYSICS PHYSICS

HUMANITIES HUMANITIES GEOGRAPHY GEOGRAPHY

ART ART ENRICHMENT

MUSIC / DRAMA MUSIC / DRAMA ENRICHMENT

PHYSICAL EDUCATION PHYSICAL EDUCATION

PERSONAL 

DEVELOPMENT
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

ICT ICT

PHILOSOPHY ETHICS PHILOSOPHY ETHICS

LAND AND 

ENVIRONMENT
LAND AND ENVIRONMENT

LAND BASED 

STUDIES

LAND BASED 

STUDIES

ANIMAL CARE ANIMAL CARE

ENVIRONMENTAL 

SCI?

ENVIRONMENTAL 

SCI?

FOREST SCHOOL FOREST SCHOOL

TRAVEL AND TOURISM
TRAVEL AND 

TOURISM

TRAVEL AND 

TOURISM





HABIT 1:  Consistent application of standards



Sometimes it helps to flip the narrative…
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Tier 3: Disciplinary language

Tier 2: ‘Adventurous’ language

Tier 1: ‘Everyday’ language

Habit 1: Being ‘Word Conscious’



Reading is for the mind what exercise is for the body

Habit 2: Read 



Learning happens when the long-term memory is activated
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Habit 2: A quick ‘High Five’

READ OFTEN

RETRIEVE OFTEN

HIGHLIGHT TIER 3 words

TALK FOR WRITING

CHECK your work





Facts

• Students will be examined on two years’ worth of work 

in all subjects. They will have approximately 20 exams 

in all.

• No one succeeds in their exams without thorough 

preparation 

• No one succeeds unless they accept the help and advice 

from those around them 

• They CAN do it and they CAN succeed but it starts now! 

• Their GCSE results matter and they will rely on them 

throughout their adult life 



Key findings

“Parental involvement in 
children’s education from an 
early age has a significant 
effect on educational 
achievement, and continues 
to do so into adolescence 
and adulthood.”

“The quality and content of 
fathers’ involvement matter 
more for children’s outcomes 
than the quantity of time 
fathers spend with their 
children.”



Distractions ?

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiz2oGYyMnJAhVBGhQKHWoqAa4QjRwIBw&url=https://twitter.com/instagram&bvm=bv.108538919,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNE8HDPWwM-V6_UTJSGZH-iFua7nfA&ust=1449571338259595


And what should you do? - parents 

• Appreciate that children will get stressed

• Show an interest in their revision 

• Join in the revision process.

• Reduce chores around the house 

• Cook their favourite meals 

• Reward for effort (not bribery) 

• Find a suitable revision place where study can be 

done and notes kept safe 



And what should you do? - parents 

• Be positive. If things are going wrong talk to 

your child and avoid at all costs losing your 

temper. 

• Avoid negatives. Self esteem will be brittle. 

Don’t tell them how great you were at 

this…you probably weren’t! 

• Be the banker. Provide all the equipment for 

your children, pens, paper, folders etc



Don’t
• Make comparisons with brothers, sisters, friends and 

so on. 

• Unintentionally add to their worries by constantly 

mentioning the exams. 

• Relate too much to when you were sitting exams at 

school or how you did your revision. 

• Worry if their revision techniques seem strange or 

unusual. 

• Distract them unnecessarily. 

• Expect them to study all the time as taking some time 

out to relax will have a positive effect on their work. 

• Join in the general anxiety; be a picture of serene 

confidence. 



Memory test?





The Target Setting 
Procedure at 
Dorset Studio School



Having High Expectations



The Pygmalion Effect



Standard Distribution Curve

• A score of 90 in SATS would be 

a lower grade, with 100 a 

middle grade, and 120 a higher 

grade

80 90 100 110 120



• We use FFT

• This uses KS2 SATS Data

• But we also know of other data

• Targets can be set at various 

levels

• But can then per personalised

• Chances of Achieving the Grade 

is given

The Process



Important to Remember

• These are ‘targets’ not 

expectations

• They are not predicted grades

• Children are human beings 

• (but they are not mini adults)

• A lot can happen in two years

• But they are attainable

• And we know that having high 

expectations generally works





Class Charts



Class Charts









Attendance

Working 
together to 
maximise 
success



The Work Experience Offer and the Year Ahead
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