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• Home learning timetable

• Instructions on how to use a knowledge 
organiser

• English
• Maths

• Science

• Humanities

• Land and Environment

• Art

• Music

• MFL

• ICT
Home learning timetable

The table below details which days each subject will set home 

learning on each week. Students will have one week to complete 
home learning tasks for each subject.

Group Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

8N Art

Humanities

Maths

MFL

Science

English

L&E

Science

Music

Reading

8E Art

Humanities

Maths

English

L&E

Science

Science

MFL

Music

Reading

8W Humanities

English

Art

Maths

MFL

Science

Science

L&E

Music

Reading

Research carried out by the Education 

Endowment Foundation proved that:

Homework has a positive impact on average of 

+ 5 months, particularly with pupils in secondary 

schools.

Contents

Please note you have two science teachers; science home learning will be set by both teachers



These knowledge organisers have been created by your teachers to support your learning both in class
and for homelearning. They are also a valuable revision tool for you to use independently when 
preparing for assessments. It is important that you make good use of your knowledge organisers by 
learning how to use them in different ways.



Non-Fiction Texts Year 8 English: Summer 1

5.1 Key Vocabulary – Skills 

Prediction ‘Pre’ is Latin for before - you are therefore making a guess about 
something before you know what it is.

Inference This is more of an educated guess - you are forming an idea or 
conclusion based on something you have read or that you know.

Setting The place where a narrative/story is set.  The setting of the text helps us 
understand many features of it. 

Context Factors from real life that have influenced the writer. The context behind 
Charles Dickens’ writing was Victorian England.

Refugee A person who has fled their own country because they are at risk of 
persecution or serious human rights violation.

Skimming This is when you read something rapidly to get an overview of what the 
text is about ‘skimming’ over the words to get the gist of the content.

Scanning This is when you read a text rapidly to find specific information in the 
text.

Narrator The ‘character’ that is telling the story (not necessarily a character in the 
story itself).  The narrator(s) tell us all of the information we receive.

Perspective The position/point of view from which a story is told.  Most narratives 
are written in first person (I, my, we) or third person (she, he, they).

5.2 Key Quotations

Quotation Meaning

“A shadow falls over 
me somehow.”
(Diaries of Nella Last)

This metaphor indicates how 
Nella’s mood was changing and 
become less positive.

“the eye of war had 
spied them out.”
(As I Walked Out…)

This use of personification
makes it seem as though the war 
has a character and deliberately 
looked.

“You mean they didn’t 
get enough of this in 
Kosovo?”
(I See my Wife…)

This use of sarcasm/humour 
allows us to understand that the 
narrator finds the situation unusual 
and hard to understand. 

“A pillar of gold light 
beamed diagonally…
I was mesmerised by 
this beam… 
(Touching the Void)

Light imagery is used here to 
signify (show a sign of) hope and 
positive imagery.  Dickens does the 
opposite to this using shadow and 
darkness in ‘American Notes’.

“I go through an 
elaborate 
performance before 
breakfast”
(Walking Home)

Armitage uses hyperbole 
(deliberate exaggeration for effect) 
to demonstrate that he is observed 
and feels uncomfortable.

“In Iran, Pakistan and 
India, city dwellers 
often said to me”
(The Places In 
Between)

Stewart uses a range of examples, 
specifically here a rule of three,
to emphasise the fact that this is a 
common experience across the 
whole of Asia and the Middle East.   

Point Evidence Explain Link

The writer uses…

The writer gives 
the impression 
that… 

We can clearly 
see…

We see this when… 

…in the line “___”

When X says 
“___”…

This…
suggests
implies
highlights
illustrates
portrays
conveys the idea
contrasts with

A Shakespearean 
audience might 
respond to this by…

Jacobeans saw 
religion as…

PARAGRAPH STRUCTURE

Point       Evidence     Explain     Link

5.3 – Structuring Arguments



Non-Fiction Texts Year 8 English: Summer 1

5.4 – Persuasive Writing - Structuring Arguments

STRUCTURE:
As well as following 
the conventions of 
the type of text you 
are writing, you 
must also use 
paragraphs well to 
structure your work.
One way to 
remember this is 
‘Tip Top’.

HOOK MAIN POINT BUILD COUNTER 
ARGUE

CONCLUDE/ 
SUMMARISE

Make the 

introduction 

as 

engaging 

as possible. 

Use an 

anecdote 

or rhetorical 

question to 

get 

attention.

Put your most 

persuasive 

point first. 

Make it 

believable 

by 

supporting 

with facts, 

statistics and 

emotive 

language.

Develop your 

first point with 

another. 

Make sure it 

links securely 

and is 

persuasive, 

using 

different 

techniques. 

What would 

someone 

who 

disagrees 

with you say? 

Why are they 

wrong? Use 

this section to 

be really 

emotive.

End as 

persuasively as 

you started 

with a 

tripartite list, 

rhetorical 

question or 

anecdote. The 

best answers 

will use 

cyclical 

structure.

Rhetorical Devices / Techniques: 

DAFOREST

Technique Explanation Example

Direct 
Address

Addressing the 
reader directly using 
pronouns e.g. “we” 
or “you”.

“You can stop the 
spread of coronavirus 
by staying at home”

Anecdote A short personal 
story that provides 
an example related 
to the topic

“The crime rate in 
Amsterdam dropped 
significantly when they 
legalised cannabis”

Facts Something which 
can be proven true

“’E’ is the most 
common letter in the 
English language.”

Opinions A belief which 
cannot be proven 
true – someone’s 
ideas.

“Exeter City is the 
greatest football club 
of all time”

Rhetorical 
Question

A question which 
does not require a 
response.

“Do you want to pass 
your exams?”

Emotive 
Language

Words which 
provoke an 
emotional response 
from the audience.

“This ludicrous idea will 
result in utter 
catastrophe.”

Statistics Numerical facts and 
data used to 

support a point.

“12% of people 

worldwide have never 
used the internet”

Three 
(rule of)

List of three things in 
a sentence.

“Smoking is a filthy, 
selfish and costly 
habit”



Geometry: 3D – Visualisation AND angles in parallel lines Year 8 Maths - Summer 1



Statistics Year 8 Maths - Summer 1

Key term Definition 

Average

A single number or value that is used to represent a set of 
data.
There are three main averages we focus on: mode, median 
and mean.

Data Information in the form of facts and numbers.

Data point A single item from a data set.

Data Set A collection of data which all refers to the same category or 
topic.

Intersection The numbers of elements that belong to both/all sets. In a 
Venn Diagram, this is where the circles overlap.

Mean The sum of all the values in a data set, divided by the 
number of values in the data set. 

Median The middle value in an ordered list.

Mode The most common value. It is possible to have more than 
one mode, or no mode.

Qualitative Data A type of data that can be grouped under named categories, 
often described as data that can be described.

Quantitative Data Types of data that can be represented numerically, often 
described as data that can be counted. 

Range The difference between the smallest and largest value.

Two-way Table A diagram in which frequencies for two categories may be 
organised; one variable in rows and the other in columns.

Venn Diagram
A diagram in which circles are used to illustrate the 
relationships between different sets. Must have a box 
drawn around it.

Key 
Term

Definition Examples

Frequency 
Table

A table showing how often 
something occurs.

Can include tally charts.

Line Graph
Uses lines to join points on a 
graph to represent a data set.

Bar Chart

A way of displaying data using 
horizontal or vertical bars which 
are the same width and have 
gaps between them.

Pie Chart

A method of displaying 
proportional information by 
dividing a circle up into 
different-sized sectors.



Electricity Year 8 Science – Summer 1

Static electricity: by rubbing insulators together electrons
are transferred, which gives the objects electrostatic charges.

Like charges (+ and +) or (- and -) repel.

Opposite charges (+ and -) attract.

Charged objects have electric fields around them. 

Electric field lines are used to show how a positive charge 
will act.

Current is the amount of charge flowing per second. 

• It is measured with an ammeter (connected in series). 

• The unit for current is the amp (A).

Potential difference is the amount of energy transferred
by the charges in the circuit.

• It is measured with a voltmeter (connected in parallel). 

• The unit for potential difference is the volt (V).

Resistance is a measure of how easy it is to pass through a 
component. 

• Resistance is calculated by measuring the potential difference 
and the current.

• The unit for resistance is the ohm (Ω).

Only
electrons
are 
transferred.

Series circuits

• contain only one loop 

• the current is the same everywhere

• the potential difference across each 
component adds up to the 
potential difference across the battery

• if one component or wire breaks, current stops flowing 
everywhere.

Parallel circuits

• contain multiple branches

• currents in all the branches add
up to make the total current

• the potential difference across 
each component is the same as the 
potential difference across the battery



Magnetism Science  - Year 8 – Summer 1

Magnets have north and south poles.

Like poles (N and N) or (S and S) repel.

Opposite poles (N and S) attract.

Magnets have magnetic fields around them. 

Magnetic field lines are used to show how a North pole will 
act.

Where the field lines are closer together the magnetic field is 
stronger.

Electromagnets are only magnetic when they have a flow of 
current, so they can be turned off.

• They are made by running a current through a coil of wire.

You can make an electromagnet stronger by:

• adding more turns of wire on the coil.

• using more current.

• adding an iron core in the middle of the coil.



Adaptation and Inheritance Science  - Year 8 - Summer 1

Variation - Differences in characteristics are called variation.

Discontinuous variation can only result in certain values (e.g. blood group or eye colour)

Continuous variation can take any value within a range (e.g. height or hair length)

Inherited variation - Characteristics are passed on from parents to offspring through genetic 
material stored in the nucleus of cells (e.g. genetic diseases, eye colour,  blood group)

Environmental variation - Surroundings affects your characteristics (e.g. dyed hair, tattoos, accent)

Many characteristics, such as height, are affected by both inherited and environmental variation. 

Natural selection - All living organisms have evolved from a common ancestor

1. Organisms in a species show variation caused by differences in their genes.

2. Organisms with the most useful characteristics survive and reproduce. This is called ‘survival of the 
fittest’.

3. Successful genes are passed on to the offspring.

This is repeated many times and over a long time can lead to a new species.

A species becomes extinct when there are no more 
individuals of that species left anywhere in the 
world. The fossil record shows that many species 
that once lived have become extinct.

Factors leading to extinction:
• changes to the organism’s environment
• destruction of their habitat
• new diseases
• new predators
• Increased competition

Endangered species are at risk of extinction.

DNA is arranged into 
long strands called 
chromosomes.

Sections of DNA that 
contain the information 
to produce 
acharacteristic are 
called genes.

Adaptations are 
characteristics that help  
an organism to survive 
and reproduce.



1914 Steps to War Timeline

World War I Year 8 Humanities: Summer 1 – 5.0

5.2 Key Individuals 

5.2.1 Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand

Heir to the throne of Austria-
Hungary who was assassinated in 
Sarajevo on 28th June 1914. 

3.2.2. Gavrilo 
Princip

Serbian nationalist who 
assassinated Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand. This event is often 
considered to be the spark that 
started WWI.

5.2.3. Lord 
Kitchener

British minister for war who face 
appeared on recruitment posters 
saying “Your country needs you”.

5.2.4. General 
Douglas Haig

British war leader who is often 
blamed for the massacre of British 
troops at the Battle of the Somme

5.2.5. Wilfred 
Owen

British soldier and poet who was 
killed in action just 7 days before 
the end of the war.

5.2.6. Woodrow 
Wilson

American president who secured 
peace at the end of WWI.

28th July 
Austria 
declares war 
with Serbia

2nd August 
Germany invades 
Belgium

28th June Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand is 
assassinated.

4th August Britain declares 
war on Germany

10th August Austria-
Hungary invaded 
Poland

5.1 Key Terms

5.1.1 
Nationalism

Nationalism is an idea that emphasizes loyalty, devotion, or 
allegiance to a nation where duty to the country outweighs 
individual or group interests.

5.1.2. 
Imperialism

Where one nation governs or controls another (sometimes 
referred to as colonialism).

5.1.3. Militarism The belief that a country should maintain a strong military 
capability and be prepared to use it aggressively to defend 
or promote national interests.

5.1.4. Alliance A union or association formed for mutual benefit, especially 
between countries or organizations.

5.1.5. Triple 
Entente

A WWI alliance formed by Great Britain, France and Russia.

5.1.6. Triple 
Alliance

A WWI alliance formed by Germany, Austria-Hungary and 
Italy.

5.1.7. Arms Race Competition between nations to build up the largest and 
best equipped military.



Events of WWI Timeline of Key Events

21st Feb.1916 
Germany 
attacks Verdun

31st May 1916 
Naval Battle at 
Jutland

6th April 1917 USA joins the 
allies against the Triple Alliance.

9th September 1914 
First Battle of The 
Marne

1st July 1916 Battle of The 
Somme begins.

3rd March 1918 
Russia pull out of the 
war.

11am 11th November WWI ends 
(Germany surrenders).

5.3 Key Terms

5.3.1. Propaganda Information, especially of a biased or misleading 
nature, used to promote a political cause or point 
of view.

5.3.2. Conscription 
(draft)

The compulsory enrollment of people for military 
service. During WWI the armed forces were 
heavily dependent on conscription.

5.3.3. 
Conscientious 
Objector

Someone who is opposed to serving in the 
armed forces on the grounds of moral or 
religious principles.

5.3.4. Enlist The process of signing up for military service.

5.3.5. Pals 
Battalions

Groups of friends from the same town or village 
who enlist together.

5.3.6. Patriotism A form of nationalism where one has devotion or 
shows vigorous support for their country.

5.3.7. White 
Feather

Given by women to men of fighting age who did 
not enlist to fight in WWI. It was a symbol of 
cowardice.

5.4 Key Information

5.4.1. Trench 
Warfare

A type of combat in which the opposing sides 
attack, counterattack, and defend from 
relatively permanent systems of trenches dug 
into the ground.

World War I Year 8 Humanities: Summer 1 – 5.0

A Cross-Section of a Trench



Rivers – Kick Sampling Land & Environment: Year 8 : Summer 1



Portraits Year 8 Art:  Summer 1 

Key vocabulary

One-line portrait

Self-portrait

Hyperrealism

Cubism

Expressionism

Abstract

Mixed media

Tone

Implied texture

Flat colour

Motif

Contour lines

Transfer

Duplicated image

Artists we will study: Julian Opie, Pablo Picasso, Gustav Klimt, Edvard Munch.

ONE-LINE PORTRAIT

ABSTRACT

In this project we will explore how to draw both realistic and abstract 

portraits of both people and animals!
EXPRESSIONIST

PATTERN

POP ART

Oil pastels

Drawing ink

Acrylic paint

Mixed media collage

Transfers

ANIMALS

Charcoal
EXPRESSIVE

COLOUR



Folk Music Year 8 - Music - Summer 1

1. The Musical Elements are the basic building blocks of all music 2. Keywords



Year 8 MFL: Spanish: Summer 1

Me encanta I love

Me gusta I like

No me gusta I don’t like

Odio I hate

Prefiero I prefer

Educational Poverty

Definition: Individuals lacking the necessary education and skills to participate 

fully in society and the workforce, leading to limited opportunities and 

perpetuating cycles of poverty: in particular, children, cannot read and understand 

a simple story by the age of 10.

Consequences: Limited employment opportunities reduced economic growth, 

social exclusion and health problems.

Reasons: Lack of infrastructure: Schools in impoverished areas may lack basic 

resources, such as textbooks, computers, and qualified teachers.

Conflict and instability: Conflict and instability can disrupt education systems and 

prevent children from attending school.

En primavera/ 

verano / invierno / 

otoño

In spring / summer 

/ autumn / winter

Me gusta cuando I like it when …

No me gusta 

cuando

I don’t like it 

when…

Odio cuando … I hate it when…

En las montañas… In the mountains…



Operating Systems and Utility Software                                                                                       Year 8 ICT: Summer 1
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